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Press release
Pocking, April 27, 2006
Pocking/Bavaria: World’s largest photovoltaics plant commissioned
The world’s largest connected photovoltaics plant for generating solar power was officially commissioned on April 27, 2006 in Pocking in the district of Passau/Bavaria. The solar park, with a total output of more than 10 MWp, was built jointly by Shell Solar GmbH, of Munich, CommerzLeasing und Immobilien AG, of Düsseldorf, and Martin Bucher Projektentwicklungen, of Stuttgart. The plant takes up 32 ha of a large former army reserve. The main contractor Shell Solar installed a total of 57,912 mono and polycrystalline solar modules. Lined up end-to-end, the panels would stretch for more than 75 km. "These are dimensions capable of having a major impact," the initiator and project developer of the solar park, Dipl.-Ing. Martin Bucher, was pleased to report. "The solar park will supply environmentally friendly electricity to about 3,000 single-family homes. Not to mention that we will be sparing the environment a burden of around 10,000 tons of carbon dioxide every year."
Hanns Dorfner, state parliamentarian for the district of Passau, and the mayor of the town of Pocking, Josef Jakob, both praised the successful and professional collaboration between the company Martin Bucher Projektentwicklungen and the other companies involved in the project: "We are proud to host the world’s largest solar power plant in the district of Passau. The facility represents an important contribution towards achieving a well-balanced mix of energy sources." Dorfner and Jakob also expressed satisfaction at having a major section of the former military training area assigned to an ecologically sound purpose. 

The raising of equity and borrowed funding for the 40-million euro project as well as for the operation of the solar plant was in the hands of CommerzLeasing und Immobilien AG, of Düsseldorf, together with Bayerische Landesbank and Sparkasse Passau.
Martin Bucher is confident that, "the example of Pocking is bound to trigger a large number of similar projects both in Germany and abroad."
Background information about Martin Bucher
The graduate engineer Martin Bucher, a specialist in process engineering, is one of the most experienced project developers working in the solar industry today. As the "father" of open-space solar projects, Martin Bucher has played a leading role in the successful development of a number of the world’s largest solar parks. Time and again he held the world record for the largest solar park and then topped it with one of his own projects.
In his role as founder and Chairman of the Management Board of one of the leading project developers in this industry, he has demonstrated his expertise over many years and has earned the trust of real-estate owners, municipalities, project partners and investors alike. The total volume of investment in projects managed by Martin Bucher to date exceeds € 125 million. 

The 39-year-old father of two is motivated by a desire to teach future generations realistic ways of finding solutions to environmental problems. www.martin-bucher.de
About Shell Solar
Shell Solar GmbH is part of the Shell Solar Group of companies. To date, Shell Solar has sold solar cells and modules with a total capacity of more than 450 MW around the world. They are used in private home installations as well as in large-scale solar power plants. More than a quarter of a million customers have already been supplied with grid-connected or off-grid solar power installations. On February 2, 2006 Shell Solar announced plans to divest itself of its silicon operations in order to focus on the next generation of solar technology, including CIS (Copper Indium di-Selenide). www.shell.com/solar
About CommerzLeasing und Immobilien Gruppe
The CommerzLeasing und Immobilien Gruppe has been offering its services in the market for over 35 years and operates across the globe. The group consists of the CommerzLeasing und Immobilien AG, with 15 subsidiaries and 3 holding companies as well as approx. 1,000 special-purpose vehicles. The group covers the full range of services relating to the leasing and property business and is the issuing house in the Commerzbank Group for closed-end funds. The clientele of the wholly owned Commerzbank subsidiary includes reputable private and municipal corporations in all sectors of commerce and industry. Further particulars are available at: www.commerzleasing.de
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